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Dear Mr Keenan 

Allegations of Research Misconduct by Professor Christopher Ramsey 

I write in relation to your complaint submitted on 7 May 2014, which falls to me for 
consideration under the University’s code of practice and procedure on academic integrity in 
research.  

In considering your complaint I have sought the assistance of Professor Philip England in the 
Department of Earth Sciences, who is familiar with the radio-carbon dating technique and 
with the context within which samples are gathered for radiometric dating in general, and for 
radio-carbon dating of geological events that occurred during times of interest to 
archaeologists. He has also carried out research and teaching on Santorini. 

In relation to your first allegation, of erroneous statistical analysis, Professor England has 
concluded that Professor Ramsey’s response to you (in your appendix 2) appears to be 
reasonable, and that it is reasonable to assert in relation to Case II, as Professor Ramsey 
does, that where one has reason to suspect that a sample contains sub-samples of different 
ages, no classical statistic method will help.  

In relation to your second allegation, that Professor  Ramsey did not properly treat the issue 
of potential incorporation of volcanic gases into the samples from Santorini that he dated, 
Professor England’s conclusion is that this suggestion of contamination is an idea with no 
quantitative underpinning, and that this is a matter of a difference of assumption between 
Professor Ramsey and you.  

Overall, Professor England has concluded that your complaint does not take account of a 
fundamental aspect of working on samples from the natural world, that there are 
unconstrained variables about which researchers are forced to make assumptions. 
Professor Ramsey has made one assumption and you would like him to agree to a different 
one. Professor England concludes that this is an issue that should be decided through the 
usual channels of scientific discourse.   

Having considered the matter, I agree with Professor England’s conclusion, and do not 
consider that there is a case to answer under the University’s code of practice on academic 
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integrity in research. I therefore regard the matter as closed and do not propose to take this 
matter any further. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Ewan McKendrick 

 

 


